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Requires Division of Consumer Affairs to Hire Staff to Alleviate Professional License Backlog

Alleviation of Professional
License Backlog

Action is needed to clear New Jersey’s professional
license backlog, a critical move for the state's economic
health and public safety. Delays in licensing have
hindered qualified professionals, including nurses, from
entering the workforce, exacerbating staffing shortages
and impacting patient care. These bills will ensure

necessary funding is allocated for license processing
across the regulated professions to maintain proper levels
of service.

To remedy this, new legislation allocates $10 million
annually to the Division of Consumer Affairs. This
funding will boost staffing, modernize outdated manual
processes, and ensure timely license and renewal
processing for over 720,000 professionals. By passing
S818/A3308, New Jersey will strengthen its workforce,
protect its millions of consumers, and maintain high
service standards. Annual reports to the Governor and
Legislature will ensure transparency and track the
progress of these essential reforms, guaranteeing
accountability for the allocated funds.
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FACTS AT AGLANCE

Key Provisions in S818/A3308*

The primary goal of these bills is to address the
significant backlog in professional license applications
and renewals within the Division of Consumer Affairs.

These bills mandate the hiring of additional staff, funded
by a $10,000,000 appropriation for each of the fiscal
years 2027, 2028, and 2029.

These bills suggest that past fund transfers from
professional boards may have contributed to the current
backlog by limiting their ability to hire necessary staff.

The Division of Consumer Affairs will be required to
submit an annual report detailing how the funds are spent
and the impact on staffing and license processing times.

*From S818/A3308 Summary
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