
Minutes of the Region 6 Annual Meeting 
June 3, 2026, 6:00 pm 

Harbor Point, Point Pleasant Beach NJ 
 

Attendance 
Officers  
Denise Nash, President 
Gina Miranda-Diaz, President-Elect, Raffle Committee Chair 
Kathleen Mullen, Secretary 
Orlene Reid Numa, Treasurer 
Barbara Blozen, Director of Education and Scholarship 
Helen Heinmets, Director of Membership 
Laurie Huryk, Director to the Congress on Policy and Practice 
Suzanne Penna, Nominations and Elections Committee Chairperson 
 
Members and Guests 
Betty Baker 
Kathleen Brack, Past-President, Region 6 
Virginia Carreira 
Georgia Cassidy 
John Castleman 
Maria Chornobroff 
David Egan 
Judith Egan 
Jovita Francis 
Mary Fortier 
Linda Gural, Past-President, Region 6 
Linda Hassler, Past-President, Region 6, Chair INPAC 

Erika Little 
Stephanie Matulionis 
Giuseppina Pagnotta 
Joseph Pagnotta 
JoAnne Penn, Past-President, Region 6 
Sarah Penna 
Danielle Regan 
Megan Regan 
Susan Ryan 
Sheila Quinn 
Judy Schmidt, CEO NJSNA 
Ann Tritak-Elmiger 

 
Presentation:  

Supportive and Palliative Care: Exploring the Nurses’ Role and Increasing Competence for Tough Discussions 
Suzanne Penna, MSN, RN, OCN® 

Office Practice Nurse Supportive Care, MSK  Monmouth 
 
Business Meeting 
I. Meeting called to order by Denise Nash, President 
II. A quorum was present at the start of the meeting (7 of 10 Board Members) 
III. Reports:  

a. President – Denise 
i. Upcoming NJSNA events:  

1. NJSNA Professional Conference October 8th, 2026, ½ day Virtual 
2. NJSNA 125th Gala November 13, 2026 at Marigold 
3. ANA Celebration 200 years 2027 

b. Vice-President – Gina 
i. Bylaws 

1. Revisions to the by-laws were presented for approval by members. Procedural 
Questions were raised by members. The vote on revisions was tabled to the next 
membership meeting pending further review by the NJSNA by-laws committee. 

ii. Raffle Committee 
1. The raffle for the benefit of the Region 6 scholarship was conducted at 7:30pm. 

Suzanne Penna won $1,235.  
c. Secretary – Kathy 

i. Minutes of the March, April, and May Board meetings were approved by the Board by email.  
ii. Members will receive the next NJ Nurse newsletter in June.  

iii. Members are encouraged to utilize the Region 6 page on NJSNA website for information. 
d. Treasurer – Orlene 

i. A financial report was provided to members 
e. Membership – Helen 

i. No update from previous month yet. Membership in Region 6 continues to increase.  
f. COPP – Laurie 

i. The Advanced Practice Nurse Collaborative Agreement has been eliminated 
ii. COPP will review the NJSNA statement on medication assistant next.  

iii. COPP has received many comments from NJSNA members on “nurses are not 
professionals” per the DOE and the limit on fed loans by the DOE 

g. Education and Scholarship – Barbara 
i. Notification about the Region 6 Scholarship will be sent to nursing schools in early 

September. 
IV. Meeting Adjourned.  


