
Minutes of the Region 6 Board Meeting 
April 12, 2026, 6:00 pm 

Virtual 
 
 

Attendance 
Officers 
Denise Nash, President 
GinaGina Miranda-Diaz, President-Elect, Raffle Committee  
Kathleen Mullen, Secretary 
Orlene Van Duyne, Treasurer 
Helen Heinmets, Director of Membership 
Laurie Huryk, Director to the Congress on Policy and Practice 

 
 

I. Meeting called to order by Denise Nash, President 
II. Roll Call 

A. A quorum was present (6 of 10 Board Members) at the start of the meeting. 
III. Approval of Minutes 

A. March minutes were not available due to another technical issue, approval was deferred to next meeting 
IV. Reports 

A. President - Denise 
1. Centralized Social Media 

i. NJSNA Presidents voted no.  
ii. Region 6 can do their own social media.  

2. NPD 
i. NJSNA is considering developing a “Concierge” model for NPD applications to facilitate 

processing. 
ii. NJSNA wants the Regions to produce more frequent NPD programs. 

3. Upcoming NJSNA events 
i. Don/Diva April 16th, 2026 

a. Attending: Denise, Gina, Helen, Linda Gural, JoAnn Penn, June Chu, maybe 
Barbara Blozen, maybe Mary Fortier.  

ii. NJSNA Professional Conference October 8th, 2026, ½ day Virtual 
iii. NJSNA 125th Gala November 13, 2026 at Marigold 
iv. ANA Celebration 200 years 2027 

4. The board should consider adding general membership meetings virtually every quarter, but 
minimally twice a year. Suggestions: October and February. Thoughts: How do we maintain the 
mtgs for just 1 hr?   Or possibly the second half of the mtg can be closed for voting if needed?  

B. President Elect – Gina  
1. Bylaws committee met.  

i. Gina will send out a draft to the Board. Comments are due by F 
ii. Regarding the “Bond”. 

a. Region 6 is the only region that has a raffle. Judy Schmidt was emphatic that the 
Region should have a bond. The other Regions don’t have scholarships from 
their own region. 

b. Verbiage is not clear. Does the whole board get a bond individually? Is it the 
Treasurer? The bond should be a “surety bond” so the organization can fulfill the 
financial obligation that’s promised from the raffle. An insurance company 
provides the bond.  

c. All of the NJSNA board members are insured. Denise will follow-up.  
iii. Discussion of requirements for financial record compliance. The bylaws will state a 

compliance record every two years. 
iv. Discussion of the final draft of the Bylaws before presentation to the general 

membership. The process: the Bylaws committee makes revisions, sends it to Region 6 
board for approval, then the R6 board sends it to NJSNA board, after their approval it is 
presented to the Region 6 members for approval (usually at the General Membership 
mtg in June) 

2. Raffle   
i. Denise and Gina will send out raffle books of $10 tickets to board members. The license 

is for 2 years.  
ii. Discussion of the rationale of why Region 6 has a raffle: We are the only region who 

needs to fundraise. We fundraise for our Beulah Eglantine Miller scholarship which was 
started to honor a very involved member (not as a bequest). Other regions have had 
scholarships but they were all consolidated under the IFN umbrella and are distributed 
across the state. This is the only scholarship that is dedicated to members and students 
of Region 6. The board discussed revisiting the continuing the scholarship: it is a lot of 
work to generate the raffle. There is a lot of expense for board member to sell or 
purchase the tickets, as well as the additional expense of a bond. Timing of selling raffle 
tickets should be going forward considered so there’s a long lead time.  

C. Secretary – Kathy 
1. Newsletter was submitted. 

D. Treasurer – Orlene 
1. Report Below 
2. A retired CPA will be doing the region 6 financial for the year.  

E. Membership – Helen 
1. No new membership report from NJSNA. 
2. Draft of a letter to Welcome new members is being circulated.  

F. Copp – Laurie 
1. COPP mtg: 

i. Collaborative Agreement is eliminated 
ii. Statement on medication assistant will be reviewed next.  
iii. Many comments from NJSNA members on “nurses are not professionals” per the DOE 

and the limit on fed loans by the DOE 
2. NJSNA is selling the building because they don’t need the space anymore.  

G. County – Anastasia and Jordan Absent 
1. Lobster Shanty June 3rd 6:00 pm 

i. A change of speaker to Suzanne Penna “Palliative Care”. Denise and Helen will help with 
the NPD application.  

ii. Kathy email a Save the Date to all members. Other potential emails can go to Deans of 
schools and CNO of hospitals.  

iii. Flyer: Laurie will generate a QR code from “Tiny QR” for the registration. Flyer will be 
sent out by Jen Chianti at NJSNA.   

iv. Baskets by Board members: Since we don’t have a raffle license we can’t hold a gift auction for 
baskets. Door prizes have been given at a few meetings recently. The added expense to Board 
members could be avoided. No baskets.   

H. Education – Barbara, absent 
I. Nomination – Suzanne – absent  

V. Meeting adjourned.  
 
 



 


