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Key Provisions in A4654 * 

Under the bill, no medication is to be administered through a 

day  program or a community-based residential program unless the 

medication is administered by a nurse or by a certified medication  aide 

who works under the supervision of a nurse. 

The bill provides that, in the case of an individual, who is 

under the supervision of a parent or legal guardian and who requires his 

or  her medication to be administered and managed by a nurse or by a  

certified medication aide who works under the supervision of a nurse, 

the individual is not to be admitted to the day program or community- 

based residential program, unless the individual’s parent or legal  

guardian provides the program’s chief nurse medical documentation  

containing comprehensive and specific medication instructions and  

dosages pertaining to the individual. 

Further, in the case of an individual who has been admitted to 

a  day program or community-based residential program, who is under  

the supervision of a parent or legal guardian, and who requires his or  

her medication to be administered and managed by a nurse or by a 

certified medication aide who works under the supervision of a nurse, as 

a condition of the individual’s permission to continue to participate in 

the day program or community-based residential  program, the 

individual’s parent or legal guardian shall provide the  program’s chief 

nurse medical documentation containing  comprehensive and specific 

medication instructions and dosages  pertaining to the individual, 

whenever the individual’s medication or  dosage is changed by a health 

care professional.   

*Selected excerpts from A4654  Summary 
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FACTS AT A GLANCE 
Protect Individuals with 
Developmental Disabilites  

Current practice in licensed, residential, community-based, or day 

program settings allows individuals, without supervision by a licensed 

professional nurse or certification as a certified medication aide 

(CMA), to administer medication to some of New Jersey’s most 

vulnerable residents - those with developmental disabilities.  

 

Per N.J.A.C. 10:44A, medication administration is under the control, 

oversight, and supervision of the facility licensee or his or her 

designee. Group home residents, many with complex medical and 

behavioral needs, may require critical medications to prevent seizures, 

control aggressive behavior, and treat psychiatric disorders. Nursing 

supervision of medication administration by certified medication aides 

is essential for this population. 

 

State licensing reports, police records, and other documents reviewed 

by NorthJersey.com (2025) show a range of dangerous and persistent 

errors in residential facilities. Lack of nursing supervision and proper 

training of residential staff heightens the risk of errors including: 

• Transcribing incorrect provider orders 

• Improper storage 

• Administering  

o expired medications 

o medication to wrong individuals 

o wrong medication 

o wrong doses including underdosing and 

overdosing 

o medication at the wrong time 

• Omission of doses 

• Wrong documentation 

• Failure to assess and recognize adverse effects 

• Failure to evaluate the effects of the medication, and 

• Failure to report medication errors, drug diversion, or theft.   

 

Errors and the consequences that may follow can result in trauma, 

injuries, preventable emergency room visits, hospitalizations and even 

deaths. The complexity of providing care for this population, and the 

lack of nursing oversight places unjustifiable risk on this group. 

(Auberry, 2018).  New Jersey must require medication administration 

by certified medication aides (CMA) in all licensed, residential 

facilities under the supervision of a licensed professional nurse. 
 
Auberry K. Intellectual and developmental disability nursing: current challenges in the 
USA. Nursing: Research and Reviews. 2018; 8:23-28 
https://doi.org/10.2147/NRR.S154511 
 
Balcerzak, A., Rimbach, J. (2025). Hidden at Home. Northjersey.com. 
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/watchdog/2025/05/03/nj-group-home-
investigation-hidden-at-home/83369861007/ 
 

Revised 5/28/26 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/watchdog/2025/05/03/nj-group-home-investigation-hidden-at-home/83369861007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/watchdog/2025/05/03/nj-group-home-investigation-hidden-at-home/83369861007/

