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Co-Sponsor A2474 Today! 

Key Provisions in A2474 * 

This bill includes the title “Nurse” among the titles, 

designations, or abbreviations that a person is prohibited 

by law to use unless the  person is licensed as a 

professional nurse, practical nurse, or  advanced practice 

nurse under P.L.1947, c.262 (C.45:11-23 et seq.) or 

P.L.1991, c.377 (C.45:11-45 et al.). 

 

*Selected excerpts from A2474 Summary 
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FACTS AT A GLANCE 
Protection of the Title “Nurse” 
Protects the Public  

The title nurse deserves strong legal protection 
because it represents a profession built on rigorous 
education, clinical training, and licensure standards 
designed to safeguard public health. Registered 
Nurses (RNs), Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs), and 
Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs) are held to strict 
regulatory requirements that ensure they can 
competently assess human patients, administer 
treatments, and make critical decisions in high-stakes 
environments. When individuals without this training 
use the title, it blurs the line between qualified 
professionals and unlicensed personnel, creating 
confusion that can compromise patient safety and 
erode trust in the healthcare system. 

Protecting the title also honors the integrity and 
expertise of the nursing profession. Nurses are 
consistently ranked among the most trusted 
professionals because the public understands that 
the title reflects a deep commitment to ethical 
practice, accountability, and evidence-based care. 
Allowing misuse of the term diminishes the value of 
that trust and undermines the years of education and 
experience required to earn it. Clear title protection 
ensures that when someone identifies as a nurse, 
patients and families can rely on the competence, 
professionalism, and regulated standards that the role 
demands. 

The Legislative Awareness and Advocacy Committee used Microsoft 
Copilot generative AI in the preparation of this summary. 
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