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Statement of Concern

Whereas, human trafficking is a worldwide human rights violation that involves the use of
force, fraud, deception, harboring, transferring and/or coercion to exploit other human beings
to participate in some type of labor including slavery, sexual activity or harvesting of organs
(3,7, 8,10, 14). Globalization and migration of people contributes to the complexity of
human trafficking (8, 14).

Whereas, victims of human trafficking are of all genders, ages, races, religions, socio-
economic backgrounds, and locations in the world (2, 4, 11). “In 2016, the International
Labor Organization announced that there were approximately 40.3 million victims of human
trafficking worldwide, with 4.8 million enslaved for sexual exploitation and 15.4 million in
forced marriages” (13, p. 183).

Whereas, National Human Trafficking Hotline reports these percentages; 91% Sex, 14% both
Sex and Labor, 11% Labor and 4% Non-Specified, for the types of Human Trafficking in
America (3).

Whereas, New Jersey is a main corridor state in the northeast of the United States of America
thereby facilitating enticement and transporting victims of human trafficking (9).

Whereas there are multiple risk factors that contribute to both children and adults to fall
victim of human trafficking (3, 4, 10, 13).

Whereas, 87% of trafficking victims are not recognized as victims during their encounter
with healthcare provider. Victims have difficulty speaking openly of their entrapment to the
healthcare providers (12).

Whereas, human trafficking could be caused by substance abuse or be a cause of substance
abuse among the perpetrators and victims of human trafficking (6).

Whereas, victims of human trafficking are identified to have mental health issues resulting in
substance or alcohol abuse as a coping mechanism for sexual exploitation or forced labor (5).
Whereas, the New Jersey State Nurses Association stands in full opposition to all aspects of
human trafficking.

Whereas, the American Nurses Association passed a similar resolution at its 2016

Membership Assembly (2).
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Resolutions

Resolved that the New Jersey State Nurses Association (NJSNA) stands united as a

profession to provide comprehensive emergent and long-term nursing interventions to all

victims of human trafficking. (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13).

Resolved that the NJSSNA will promote continuing education for all nurses in identification

and provision of nursing interventions in the care of victims of human trafficking (1, 2, 6, 12,

13).

Resolved that the NJSNA will partner and collaborate with law enforcement, forensic

investigators, medical, psychological, rehabilitation, social work disciplines and the State

Department of Health for providing a continuum health care to all to victims of human

trafficking (3, 4, 5, 6, 11).

Fiscal impact to NJSNA: Incorporate health care issues related to human trafficking into

NJSNA lobbying and marketing budget.

Submitted by: Congress on Policy and Practice May 19, 2020



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Proposed Resolution Denouncing Human Trafficking
Submitted by: NJSNA Congress on Policy and Practice May 19, 2020
References
American Nurses Association (ANA). (2020). Heal Trafficking. Retrieved 8, 2020, from
https://healtrafficking.org/resources/american-nurses-association-ana/
American Nurses Association (ANA). (2020). The nurse’s role in ethics and human rights
- ANA position statement. Retrieved March 9, 2020, from
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/nursing-excellence/official-position-
statements/id/the-nurses-role-in-ethics-and-human-rights/
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). (2020, March 25). What is human trafficking?
Retrieved March 9, 2020, from https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/what-human-
trafficking
Fedina, L., Williamson, C., & Perdue, T. (2016). Risk factors for domestic child sex
trafficking in the United States. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 34(13), 2653-2673.
doi:10.1177/0886260516662306
McTavish, F. J. (2017). Devastating consequences of sex trafficking on women's health.
The Linacre Quarterly, 84(4), 367-379. doi:10.1080/00243639.2017.1387471
Murray, K. (2020, April 28). Human trafficking and opioids - What is the connection? -
Opioid help. Retrieved May 5, 2020, from https://www.opioidhelp.com/epidemic/human-
trafficking-opioids/
National Human Trafficking Hotline. (2019, June). What is Human Trafficking?
Retrieved May 3, 2020, from https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. (2020). NJ Department of community
affairs. Retrieved May 3, 2020, from

https://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/resources/humantrafficking.html



Proposed Resolution Denouncing Human Trafficking
Submitted by: NJSNA Congress on Policy and Practice May 19, 2020

9) New Jersey Office of the Attorney General/Division of Criminal Justice. (2020). New
Jersey Human Trafficking Task Force. Retrieved March 23, 2020, from
https://www.nj.gov/oag/dcj/humantrafficking/

10) NJ Coalition Against Human Trafficking. (2020). New Jersey coalition against human
trafficking. Retrieved May 3, 2020, from https://www.njhumantrafficking.org/

11) Palmer, E. (2018). Trafficked children and child protection systems in the European
Union. European Journal of Social Work, 22(4), 551-562.
doi:10.1080/13691457.2018.1441134

12) Peck, J. L., & Meadows-Oliver, M. (2019). Human trafficking of children: Nurse
practitioner knowledge, beliefs, and experience supporting the development of a practice
guideline: Part one. Journal of Pediatric Health Care, 33(5), 603-611.
d0i:10.1016/j.pedhc.2019.05.006

13) Reap, V. J. (2019). Sex trafficking. Advanced Emergency Nursing Journal, 41(2), 183-
188. doi:10.1097/tme.0000000000000236

14) The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). (n.d.). What is human
trafficking? Retrieved May 3, 2020, from https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-

trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html



